2006 Men’s Day Encouragement

“Keep Hope Alive” and “I am somebody” were phrases coined in the 90s by the Rev. Jesse Jackson, Sr.  “Keep the faith baby” was a phrase coined in the 60s by former congressman and minister, Adam Clayton Powell, Jr.    These phrases were used to encourage the people to keep their heads held high, and to stay in the struggle. 
Today I want to tell our youth and young men (really, whomever this fits) – Keep Hope Alive.  Commit yourselves to the Lord. You are our future and we are counting on you.  For those of you who are still living under your parent’s roof and receiving their support Ephesians 6: 1-3 says to obey your parents in the Lord for this is right.  Honor your mother and father, for this is the first commandment with promise - that it might be well with you and that you may live a long life.  Use Jesus as your example. Luke chapter two tells us that even the great, almighty, all powerful, son of God, was obedient to his parents and throughout his youth he remained obedient to them.  What was the result of his obedience?  Jesus grew in favor before God and man.  Treat your elders with respect, the women with respect, respect yourself.  Respect your elders in the church for Hebrews 13:17 says to obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.  Maintain your integrity, for you will be judged by your words and your actions.  Think before you act, somebody is watching you and your present actions may determine your very future.  Young men, let the world know that there are still good young men committed to the Lord.  I Tim 4:12 says to be bold in the Lord, let no man despise your youth, but be an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.  Take note of the music you listen to, the places you frequent and especially the company you keep.  Commit yourself to the Lord and you will be blessed.  Psalm 1 says: Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful, but his delight is in the law of the Lord in his law doth he meditate day and night.  And he shall be like a tree that is planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth his fruit in his season, his leaf also shall not wither and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.  
We need to show our families that a man shows his strength through his love and gentleness, not his fists or stinging words.  Our children are witnessing real time if it is possible for God to keep a marriage and a family together.  My brothers, don’t let Satan tear your family apart.  Don’t you leave the house, but make the devil leave the house.  It can be rough sometimes, but James chapter one said rejoice when things get tough, because you’re faith is being tested but that produces patience.  When it gets confusing, ask the Lord for wisdom and he will freely grant it to you.  Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not to you own understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge him and he will direct your path.  Paul says that your attitude should be an attitude of praise, and your prayer life is the key. In Philippians 4 Paul said:  Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice! Let your gentle spirit be known to all men. The Lord is near. Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God and he will give you a peace that surpasses all understanding.  

Finally, to our elders – Keep Hope Alive – Keep the Faith Baby.  To you who have been on the field of battle from the beginning, standing in the gap, praying for the saints, to you I pay honor and thanks and great respect for your steadfastness.  I encourage you to stay committed, and be prepared for the even greater role that the Lord is asking all of us - keep the program going.  Prepare yourselves to sit on the council of love, wisdom and sound doctrine. Freely share your wisdom with those who will in the future take your place on the field of battle.  Make sure that our soldiers of the future are equipped and well trained for the battle that lies ahead.  Don’t do like Saul did David and gave him armor that he was not big enough to fit, but train us, and exercise us to make sure we grow big enough to wear it.  
So in closing – the reality of it all is this Christian life is not easy.  It’s very hard and a struggle for everyone.  Sometimes you will have encourage yourself in the Lord.  Paul said in Romans 8 that the whole creation groaneth and, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.  Jesus said in John 16: 33 that in the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.  Paul also said in Ephesians 3: to get to know him for he is able to do exceeding, abundantly above all that we ask or think.
Keep Hope Alive - for we saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for?  But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it.  for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. Rom 8: 23 – 28.  Therefore humble yourself in the sight of the Lord and he shall lift you up in due time.   Wait on the Lord, be of good courage and he will strengtheneth our hearts.  Be of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous.  Think on good things.  Walk in the Spirit, exercise the fruits of the spirit love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.  Focus on the Lord for he can lead you through any situation.  Paul said that I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.  I’m almost done.
(Have the men say “Keep hope alive”).  In the civil rights movement and yet today we sing the song, We Shall Overcome, but John said in 1 John 4:4 that spiritually we have already overcome because greater is he that is within us than he that is in the world.  (Have them men say “I am Somebody”) You are somebody.  In fact, we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 
(Have the men say “Keep the faith baby”).  God has promised never to leave us, nor forsake us.  Peter said in 2 Peter 1: 4-11.  Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  God bless you, my brothers and god bless you pastor Jordan. 
